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THIS NEWSLETTER IS PROVIDED AS A SERVICE TO THE MEMBERS OF THE MISSOURI 
ASSOCIATION OF FIRE CHIEFS 

 
EDITORIAL COMMENT: 

 
If you ever have information you would like to share: 
 
Please send the information to: 
rlehmann@kc.rr.com 
 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 

I hope this finds you, your family, and department well.  Over the last several months the Association and 
affiliate organizations worked diligently at Jefferson City and again came to a compromise with the HBA on 
sprinkler language. Chief Larry Boyle, Chief Russ Mason, Chief Greg Brown, and Fire Marshal Jason Webb 
put forth many hours of negotiations with the Representatives and the HBA.  
 
Chief Kenny Hoover brought together the State Associations to discuss a plan to secure funding for the 
State Fire Marshal’s Office both operational and training funds. Currently two legislative bills have been 
introduced to establish fees for both issues.  
 
In February the Association held our annual conference at Big Cedar.  Guest speaker Chief Jeff Johnson put 
forth a great conference. We owe Chief John VanGorkom a hearty thank you for putting the conference 
together, as he does every year.  
 
You should have received an email from the webmaster, Scott Cranford, in regards to the Association’s 
new mass email server.  You can also go to the MO Chiefs website and sign on for the Association mass 
emails. There are many other issues being worked on in the Association.  
 
Executive Director Rich Lehmann facilitated an EMS Summit and Fire Summit Meeting to discuss issues 
across the State.  
 
Chief Ernie Rhodes coordinated a booth at FF Day at the Capitol and energetically challenged members to 
host fund raisers for the Fire Pak.  The Association could use your help. If you are interested in any of these 
projects contact your Regional Director or an Executive Board Member and get involved. Thank you for 
your service. 
 
Sincerely, 
Jimmy Sebree 
President, MAFC 

mailto:rlehmann@kc.rr.com
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TREASURER’S REPORT 

 
Chief John VanGorkom reports that the association is in excellent fiscal shape. 
 
Currently the association has $77,075.60 in checking.  In addition we have $26,814.83 in a certificate of 
deposit for a total of $103,890.43.  
 

2011 WINTER CONFERENCE 
 

As was reported above, Chief Jeff Johnson (retired) of Tualatin Valley Fire District again spoke at the 
conference on Leadership.  In addition, the annual meeting of the association was held.  Minutes can be 
found on line at the MAFC website. 
  
There were 104 attendees and nine vendors for the seminar.   
 

ASSOCIATION LEADERSHIP 
 

The entire leadership of your association will be found at the end of this newsletter.  Elections were held 
for the following offices: 
 
Secretary:  Chief Mike Ballman-reelected 
Treasurer: Chief John VanGorkom-reelected 
Region D: Chief Duane Compton-elected 
Region E: Chief Rick Ennis-reelected 
Region F: Chief Scott Frandsen-elected 
 
The association saw two of its long time leaders pass the baton this past year.  Chief Andy Nimmo (Region 
D) of the Redings Mill Fire District has served on the Board for more than 10 years.  He asked to be relieved 
of his duties during the 2010 year due to significant increases in other issues.  We owe a great deal to 
Andy, especially in the area of legislation.  He served the association well, especially with his annual 
legislative night in Region D.  This brought out most state representatives in Region D for a meet and greet 
with many fire chiefs in the region. 
 
Prior to the election in February, Chief Ken Hoover (Region F) of the Little Dixie Fire District decided not to 
serve again as the regional representative.  As most are aware Kenny is currently serving as President of 
the Firefighters Association of Missouri.  Due to this and other commitments Kenny decided to step down 
as a Director.  Kenny also served as a Regional Director for over 10 years and has been instrumental in 
bringing organizational presidents’ together to assist the Division of Fire Safety during these economic 
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times.  In addition he has been the driving force in getting a museum for the state’s fire service at the 
FFAM firefighter site in Kingdom City.  
 
The association will miss their leadership and wish them well.  We also know their replacements Chiefs 
Compton and Frandsen will serve your association looking forward. 
 

LEGISLATION 
 
Residential sprinklers 
 
As was reported earlier the Fire Service Alliance through Chiefs’ Boyle, Brown and Fire Marshal Webb were 
again able to strike a compromise with the HBA.  The compromise has passed both houses of the 
legislature.  It will go to conference to decide which bill will go to the governor for his signature. 
 
While the bill again does not allow mandated residential sprinklers in 1 and 2 family dwellings it still: 
 

 Has a sunset (2019) 

 Requires home builders to offer information on residential sprinklers 

 Only applies to single family and duplexes 
 
The original bills had none of the above and would have permanently stopped residential sprinklers being 
mandated up through 4 family complexes with no information offered on residential sprinklers. 
 
Division of Fire Safety funding 
 
Also as reported above there are 2 bills that would allow new monies be utilized to fund the fire marshal’s 
office and fire training.  Both bills are still in the legislature (HB 488 & 51). 
 
In addition, the DFS has not suffered further reduction in their budget. The house budget for 2011-12 does 
include an increase of $200,000.00 in the fire training fund.  It still has to go to the Senate.  This only is 
restoring some (but not all) of the previous cuts to state fire training funds. 
 
Ambulance Reimbursement Allocation 
 
While this legislation passed in 2009 to allow an increase in funding for the transport of Medicaid patients, 
it has still not occurred.  The federal government has been requesting more and more information and has 
not approved the funding mechanism.  The legislation sunsets at the end of this year.  This and other like 
allocations are a part of a bill that would extend these funding increases for an additional 5 years. 
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Funding mechanisms for state government 
 
There are still a number of bills that are being debated having to do with changing the way state and local 
governments are funded.  None have made it through yet.  Most would change income and property tax 
into some type of sales tax for funding of government. 
 

MISSOURI VALLEY DIVISION OF IAFC 
 

Missouri’s fire service has three individuals that are representing us with MVD.  They are: 
 
1st Vice-President Sandy Schiess (Independence) 
International Director-Rich Carrizzo (Southern Platte Fire Protection District) 
State Director-Chief John VanGorkom (Sni-Valley Fire Protection District) 
 
The Registration forms for the 2011 Missouri Valley Conference in Wichita will be available this month.  
The Hyatt Regency Hotel, Wichita will be the conference hotel.  The dates for the conference will be July 
13-15, 2011.  We will post the registration forms on the Missouri Fire Chiefs website as soon as they 
become available.    
 

2012 MAFC WINTER CONFERENCE 
 

The seminar for 2012 MAFC Conference will again be held at Big Cedar.  The dates are:  Feb. 23 through 
the 26th.   
 

EMS SUMMIT 
 

With the success of the 1st EMS Summit in September, 2010 (see December, 2010 Trumpet), the leaders of 
the various EMS Organizations requested that another summit be convened in the Spring.  Your MAFC 
board has decided to again sponsor this important and worthwhile summit.  It is to be held on May 6 in 
Columbia.  While all of the discussion points have not been fleshed out the following provides a glimpse of 
what will be discussed. 
 

 discussion on the impact of DHSS’ proposed mandated electronic patient care reporting; 

  the necessity of including TCD data submission to PSO in order to provide discovery protection;  

 discussion around proposed changes in Regional EMS Committees 

 discussion as to Regional Medical Director responsibilities and inclusion as members of respective 
regional committees. 

 
A report on the outcome will be provided to our membership. 
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 FIRE SUMMIT 
 

As was reported in December, a fire summit was to be sponsored by the MAFC.  The summit took place on 
February 4 in Columbia.  Some 36 individuals representing 14 regional and statewide organizations met to 
discuss a variety of fire service concerns.  From this meeting six issues are being addressed.  Each issue has 
an organization that is leading the discussions.  If you are interested in assisting or just being heard on a 
subject, please contact that organization’s representative.  Here are the six issues that the summit felt 
needed further discussion. 
 

FIRE SUMMIT ISSUES 
FOR FURTHER WORK 

 
There were six (6) issues that the participants in the Fire Summit felt needed to be and could be addressed 
now.  These issues were arrived at by consensus.   
 
While there are many more issues affecting Missouri’s fire service and the general public adversely now 
and in the coming months most of them have a significant price tag attached.  The summit participants 
knew that to attempt to address them in the current climate would be counter-productive.  They are not 
of lesser importance but would be almost impossible to attain movement forward without state approval 
and monies. It is the hope of the participants that these issues will be able to be addressed in the near 
future and will be willing to bring them forward and/or assist in such endeavors. 
 
Each of the issues has the following: 
 

 Brief statement of the issue 

 Some points to be considered (though definitely not all inclusive) 

 Champion organization(s) 

 Person(s) to contact 

 Requested date for initial report to fire summit participants 
 
While there are dates for reporting, it is not the proposal that all items will be finished, and some may not even be 
started.  The dates are a method of receiving information as to whether some success had been or may be reached 
as well as a time for further discussion and potential changes in direction or effort. 
 
Shortly after the majority of issues have been initially addressed by such as report another meeting may be called if 
more discussion or more action may be warranted. 
 
The champions are asked to provide a synopsis of their report, in draft form, on or before the due date to all 
participants in the Fire Summit. 
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FIRE SUMMIT  
ISSUE #1 

STATEWIDE FIRE TRAINING 
 

SYNOPSIS 
 
Outside of MUFRTI the State of Missouri has little or no organized effort in training and training 
capabilities.  While the State of Missouri struggles to fund even the most basic training needs for the fire 
service, especially in rural areas, there is a need for a more concerted effort to provide both basic training 
and provide certified/licensed training throughout Missouri. 
 
GOALS: 
 

 Review current efforts in licensing and certification for all levels and specialties in fire service training, 
including state efforts, as well as regional and local programs that could be utilized in a 
certification/licensing program 

 Licensing/certification should be discussed with Champions of Issue #2 to insure “everyone is on the same 
page” 

 Begin process for “recognized standards” for training/certification.  Include this in discussions with 
Issue #2 Champions 

 Certification/licensing programs should be voluntary in nature, but be open to any and all fire organizations 

 Submit a proposal for a State Training Officers Association that would provide a focal point for training 
efforts and programs.  Said Association should be affiliated with a statewide organization that they would be 
answerable to. 
 

CHAMPIONS: 
 

 Greater St Louis Area Fire Chiefs  

 St Louis Fire Dept. 

 Individuals 
o Chief Mark Thorp (mthorp@ci.clayton.mo.us) 
o Deputy Chief Mike Arras (arrasm@stlouiscity.com) 

 
TIMELINE:  May 1, 2011 

    
 

mailto:mthorp@ci.clayton.mo.us
mailto:arrasm@stlouiscity.com
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FIRE SUMMIT  
ISSUE #2 

MISSOURI FIRE & RESCUE TRAINING INSTITUTE 
 

SYNOPSIS 
 
MUFRTI has been the statewide lead agency in training for Missouri’ Fire Service for over 75 years.  In 
recent years the Institute has seen a decline in revenue from the state and university for their stated goal 
of fire training. 
 
The state has yet to fund HB 230 fully and, in recent years, the state legislature has seen fit to require bids 
on a variety of training endeavors sponsored by HB 230.  Said funds are held by the Division of Fire Safety 
and they are required to promote the bidding process. 
 
With the decline in real dollars flowing to MUFRTI from statewide sources, training for local and regional 
jurisdictions at the most basic level has suffered.  In addition the needs of other jurisdictions in other areas 
have also suffered. 
 
GOALS: 
 

 Meet with MUFRTI to discuss funding & costs: 
o Funding including amount received from MU as well as a potential method(s) to increase 

said funding 
o Review costs for potential methods of reducing costs so as to make programs more 

available and accessible to those that are in significant need 

 Review and discuss with MUFRTI and others the need for curriculum development as an integral 
part of service to all  

 Licensing/certification should be discussed with Champions of Issue #1 to insure “everyone is on the same 
page” 

 Begin process for “recognized standards” for training/certification.  Include this in discussions with 
Issue #1 Champions 

 

CHAMPIONS: 
 

 Queen City Fire Chiefs Association 

 Individuals 
o Chief David Hall (dhall@springfieldmo.gov) 

 
TIMELINE:  May 1, 2011 

mailto:dhall@springfieldmo.gov
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FIRE SUMMIT  
ISSUE #3 

DIVISION OF FIRE SAFETY 
 
SYNOPSIS 
 
After a significant push by the FFAM and other individuals in the late 60s’ & early 70s’ for a provision in 
state government to provide a focal point for fire service needs, the state passed a law instituting a State 
Fire Marshal. 
 
Since that time this position grew from one of investigating fires for origin and cause throughout the state 
to significant inspections of specific occupancies as well as licensing, certification and inspection of several 
types of businesses, operating systems and fire training. 
 
These additions, most by newly enacted laws, had allowed the Fire Marshal to grow into the Division of 
Fire Safety.  All additions were laudable goals and needs.  In recent years, the decrease in funding has led 
to a critical juncture in these areas as monies are no longer available to provide all services at even a 
minimal level. 
 
GOALS: 
 

 Meet with the Fire Marshal to discuss: 
o A way forward to stop decreased funding 
o The need for prioritization of specific operations 
o The potential to reduce or eliminate actual training provided directly by DFS 
o Insure continued licensing/certification of programs and individuals as a critical part needed 

by the fire service 
o Provide final input on voluntary credentialing to meet federal needs 

 Form a plan to stop the placement of DFS under a different agency (Highway Patrol) in the event 
that it looks as if it may occur 

 

CHAMPIONS: 
 

 Missouri Association of Career Fire Protection Districts 

 Individuals: 
o Chief Mike Marlo (chief marlo@hotmail.com) 

 
TIMELINE:  May 1, 2011 

mailto:marlo@hotmail.com
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FIRE SUMMIT  
ISSUE #4 

STATEWIDE MUTUAL AID 
SYNOPSIS 
 
In the early 1990s’ the State of Missouri passed a law allowing for statewide mutual aid. The year after this 
event the Missouri Association Fire Chiefs met with the State Fire Marshal and SEMA and formulated a 
statewide Mutual Aid Program.  The program was a completely voluntary program with individual Chiefs 
and fire organizations mapping out departmental resources for deployment.  The program was very 
successful. 
 
After Hurricane Katrina the IAFC requested that states review their capabilities in intra and potential 
interstate mutual aid response.  They provided expertise and a small grant to state chief’s organizations 
that did this review.  The Missouri Association of Fire Chiefs did this review. 
 
From this review came the Missouri Systems Concept for Operational Planning for Emergencies 
(MOSCOPE).  The plan is overseen by the MAFC but operated by the DFS.  The DFS has a full time 
coordinator to operate this plan.  The plan is reviewed as needed by a committee appointed by MAFC. 
 
While still very successful certain issues are now requiring a review that will include possible changes in 
process as well as potential response. 
 
GOALS: 

 Review current response parameters for non-federally declared disasters 
o Include current mutual aid coordinator in this process 
o Potential overuse of asset deployment creating burnout for departments/districts and their 

elected officials 

 Insure credentialing in issue #3 is addressed  for intrastate response and provide initial discussion 
as to how this may be utilized within MOSCOPE 

 Review funding with a specific discussion as to how MOSCOPE may move forward to begin a 
potential funding process for intrastate response to state disasters 

 Review potential additions to MOSCOPE that would utilize current fire service/DFS operation for: 
o Fire investigation 
o EMS, including transport services 

 

CHAMPIONS: 

 Missouri Association of Fire Chiefs 

 Missouri Association of Fire Protection Districts 
o Chief Greg Brown (gb2400@yahoo.com) 

TIMELINE:  May 1, 2011 

mailto:gb2400@yahoo.com
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FIRE SUMMIT  
ISSUE #5 

HOMELAND SECURITY 
 

SYNOPSIS 
 
With the fire service playing such a significant role in disaster response, it is incumbent that the fire service 
provides significant input into various operations that may impact the fire service within state 
government. 
 
In recent years’ state focus in these areas rests more and more with the Office of Homeland Security.  
Recently, the leaders of the fire service in Missouri seem to be getting passed over for input during various 
discussions and decisions at the state level. 
 
GOALS: 
 

 Review current make up of various committees that impact Homeland Security at the state and 
regional levels 

 Review current funding for Regions and UASI from federal monies 

 Provide report on state radio interoperability and insure fire service input 

 Provide for discussion of Regional Issues by statewide group (i.e. Special Operations) 
 

CHAMPIONS: 
 

 Missouri Association of Fire Chiefs 
o Chief Dave Williams hdwilliams@nkc.org 

 
 
TIMELINE:  May 1, 2011 

mailto:hdwilliams@nkc.org
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FIRE SUMMIT  
ISSUE #6 

SOVERIGN IMMUNITY 
 
SYNOPSIS 
 
In recent years immunity from civil lawsuits for fire and EMS services in the state has been drastically 
reduced.  This has caused increased costs to all governmental agencies to attempt to protect the taxpayers 
from damages occurring from lawsuits. 
 
Insurance when available has increased in cost dramatically, and even then, in some cases, that coverage 
has not been adequate for the resultant damages inflicted.  There may be issues that are so blatant that 
damages should be paid, but the current climate allows for significantly greater potential for nuisance suits 
and significant damages over and above what should typically be considered appropriate. 
 
GOALS: 
 

 Provide a new sovereign immunity bill to be introduces as legislation for the 2012 legislative year 

 Provide a bill that will protect EMS quality assurance programs from discovery during a lawsuit for 
the 2012 legislative year 

 

CHAMPIONS: 
 

 Western Missouri Fire Chiefs 
o Chief Steve Holle (sholle@beltonfire.org) 
 

TIMELINE:  September 1, 2011 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

mailto:sholle@beltonfire.org
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MISSOURI ASSOCIATION OF FIRE CHIEFS 
EXECUTIVE BOARD 2011 

 
 
President: 2010-2012    Past President 
Jimmy Sebree     David Williams     
Nixa Fire Protection District   North Kansas City Fire Department   
301 S Nicholas Road    710 E 18th Avenue     
Nixa, MO 65714    N. Kansas City, MO 64116    
Office: 417-725-4025    Office: 816-274-6025     
Fax: 417-725-2393    Fax: 816-471-0115     
Home: 816-725-5730    Home: 816-781-4863      
Mobile: 816-353-5901   Mobile: 816-935-9142    
Res: 858 Butterfly Court   Res: 1620 Tudor Lane    
Res: Nixa, MO 65714    Res: Liberty, MO 64086   
E-mail: jsebree@nixafire.org   E-mail: hdwilliams@nkc.org    
 
Vice President: 2010-2012   Treasurer: 2011-2013 
Ernie Rhodes     John VanGorkom    
St Charles Fire Protection District  Sni-Valley Fire Protection District 
118 N Second, Suite 214   1601 S Broadway Street 
St Charles, MO 63301   Oak Grove, MO 64075 
Office: 636-949-3250    Office: 816-690-6990 
Fax: 636-410-0330    Fax: 816-690-6191 
Home: 636-949-9400    Home: 816-540-5439 
Mobile: 314-486-5488   Mobile: 816-365-0620 
Res:       Res: 403 NW O’Brien Road 
Res:       Res: Lee’s Summit, MO 64063 
E-mail:  ernie.rhodes@stcharlescitymo.gov E-mail: snichief1@comcast.net 
 
Secretary: 2011-2013    Executive Director 
Mike Ballmann    Rich Lehmann 
O’Fallon Fire Protection District  Missouri Association of Fire Chiefs 
119 E Elm Street    1210 Nashua Road 
O’Fallon, MO 63366    Liberty, MO 64068 
Office: 636-272-3493    Office: 816-804-9865  
Fax: 636-272-7857    Fax: N/A  
Home: 636-272-1047    Home: 816-804-9865 
Mobile: 636-262-0050   Mobile: 816-804-9865 
Res: 911 Oak Trail Lane   Res: PO Box 1265 

mailto:jsebree@nixafire.org
mailto:hdwilliams@nkc.org
mailto:ernie.rhodes@stcharlescitymo.gov
mailto:snichief1@comcast.net
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Res: O’Fallon, MO 63366   Res: Liberty, MO 64069 
E-mail: mjballman@ofallonfire.org  E-mail: rlehmann@kc.rr.com 
   
Director Region A: 2010-2013  Director Region B: 2010-2013 
Chuck Thacker     Randy Behrens 
Grandview Fire Department   Kirksville Fire Department 
7005 High Grove Street   401 N Franklin Street 
Grandview, MO 64030   Kirksville, MO 63501 
Office: 816-316-4962    Office: 660-665-3734 
Fax: 816-767-1689    Fax: 660-627-7011 
Home: 913-897-2703    Home: 660-665-6648  
Mobile: 816-985-2387   Mobile: 660-341-7829 
Res: 9129 W 131st Court   Res:  610 E McPherson 
Res: Overland Park, KS 66213   Res: Kirksville, MO 63501 
E-mail: cthacker@ci.grandview.mo.us E-mail: rbehrens@kirksvillecity.com 
  
 
Director Region C: 2010-2013  Director Region D: 2011-2014 
Rick Friedman     Duane Compton 
Pacific Fire Protection District   Republic Fire Department 
910 W Osage Street    701 US Hwy 60 East 
Pacific, MO 63069    Republic, MO 65738 
Office: 636-257-3633    Office: 417-732-1950 
Fax: 636-257-3641    Fax: 417-732-3819 
Home: 636-742-3339     Home: 417-732-2735 
Mobile: 636-262-6100   Mobile: 417-827-7383 
Res: 7913 Hwy O    Res: 1412 East Charles Street  
Res: Robertsville mo 63072   Res: Republic, MO 65738 
E-mail: rfriedmann@pacificfire.org  E-Mail: dcompton@republicmo.com 
 
Director Region E: 2011-2014  Director Region F: 2011-2014 
Rick Ennis     Scott Frandsen     
Cape Girardeau Fire Department  Mid-County Fire Protection District 
1 S Sprig Street    184 N. Business Route 5 
Cape Girardeau, MO 63703   Camdenton, MO 65020 
Office: 573-334-3211    Office: 573-346-2049 
Fax: 573-335-7483    Fax: 573-581-6293 
Home: 573-651-4622    Home: 573-581-0504 
Mobile: 573-275-3137   Mobile: 573-216-5900 
Res: 3201 Cage Road    Res:  

mailto:mjballman@ofallonfire.org
mailto:rlehmann@kc.rr.com
mailto:cthacker@ci.grandview.mo.us
mailto:rbehrens@kirksvillecity.com
mailto:rfriedmann@pacificfire.org
mailto:dcompton@republicmo.com
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Res: Cape Girardeau, MO 63701  E-mail: firechief@mcfpd.org 
E-mail: rennis@cityofcapegirardeau.org 
Director Region G: 2009-2012  Director Region H: 2009-2012 
Tim Bean     Darrell Wright     
West Plains Fire Department   Chillicothe Fire Department  
302 Jackie D Garrett Drive   700 Second Street   
West Plains, MO 65775   Chillicothe, MO 64601   
Office: 417-256-2424    Office: 660-646-2139 
Fax: 417-257-2194    Fax: 660-646-2196   
Home: 417-257-2010    Home: 660-646-0210   
Mobile: 417-372-0312   Mobile: 660-646-8196   
Res: 1055 W 3rd Street   Res: 9953 Hwy 190    
Res: West Plains, MO 65775   Res: Chillicothe, MO 64601 
E-mail: tim.bean@westplainsfd.org  E-mail: dwright@chilicothecity.org 

 
 

Director Region I: 2009-2012 
Sam Schneider 
Lebanon Fire Department 
PO Box 111, 370 N. Adams 
Lebanon, MO 65536 
Office: 417-532-2104 
Fax: 417-588-3377 
Home: 417-588-9446 
Mobile: 417-288-8317 
Res: 1712 Bittersweet Circle 
Res: Lebanon, MO 65536 
E-mail: shschneider@lebanonmo.org 
 
 
 

mailto:firechief@mcfpd.org
mailto:rennis@cityofcapegirardeau.org
mailto:tim.bean@westplainsfd.org
mailto:dwright@chilicothecity.org
mailto:shschneider@lebanonmo.org

