THIS NEWSLETTER IS PROVIDED AS A SERVICE TO THE MEMBERS OF THE MISSOU
ASSOCIATION OF FIRE CHIEFS
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PRESI DENT™ S CORNER

| hope this finds you, your family, and department well. Thank you for your vote of confidence
at the Big Cedar Conference. As your new president, | will attempt to serve you and the
organization to the best of my ability. | appreciate the efforts of Chief Greg Pottberg, Past
President; Chief David Williams, Immediate Past President; Chief Russ Mason, Vice President;
and Chief Paul Mayer, Region C Director. The organization owes these gentlemen a hardy
thank you for their service. Congratulations to Chief Ernie Rhodes, Vice President; Chief Mike
Ballmann, Secretary; and Chief Rick Friedman, Region C Director as new officers of the
Association. With the institution of new officers we feel it is time to review the Strategic Plan,
Constitution, and Policies of the Association. We truly want to hear from the members. We
understand the pace and requirements of your department, but the Association will only
flourish as much as the members allow. There are many challenges ahead of the Association
and the Fire Service. Get with your regional director or a member of the executive board with
your thoughts, concerns and ideas. Again, thank you to our past officers, our continuing officers
and directors, and the members for your efforts within the Association and the Missouri Fire
Service. Please do not hesitate to contact me for assistance.

Sincerely,
Jimmy Sebree
President, MAFC

VICEPRESI DENT' S REPORT
Firefighters Day

Firefighter’s day at the Capital was a success this year but, there was a little twist. You may
have seen a small tent with banner attached to the tent. The banner read, Missouri Fire Chiefs
and Chief Ennis from Cape Girardeau FD was handing out brochures telling everyone about
Missouri Fire Chiefs. This is an effort to increase our membership and have a presence at the
capital.
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Next year, | hope that we can do more and include more of our members in the annual
Firefighters day at the Capital. Thanks to everyone who helped with the event especially the of
St. Charles County Fire Chief’s, Wentzville Fire District and the St. Charles City Fire Department
for cooking and serving hundreds of firefighters, legislative staff and elected officials.

Board Meeting

First of all | would like to think the membership for their support in allowing me to serve you. |
also want to thank Chief Mason for his service to Missouri Fire Chief’s. Russ is a dedicated fire
professional and | am fortunate that | can call him a friend.

Now down business, the first teleconference was interesting because the board and president
are looking at ways to increase membership and focus more on our Mission. Our Mission of the
Missouri Fire Chief’s is:

Missouri Fire Chiefs in cooperation with the International Fire Chiefs Association is committed
to communicating with, supporting of and development of its members, through education,
leadership, health and safety and networking opportunities.

In our first steps toward shaping our organization to better serve our Mission and you, the
board is attempting to use off the shelf, simple, low cost technology to enhance communication
within the board. This effort involves video conferencing. If this first steps work it could easily
be expanded to enhance our communication with all of our members. As is it part of our
mission, communicating with our members is very important to all of us.

We are also trying to get involved the state wide radio system. This system is vast, expensive
and complicated and can potentially impact our mutual aid communications.

In my opinion this system can effect our mutual aid communications. In concept the hailing
channel for the Mutual Aid frequency will be MTAC. | would like to encourage all our members
to attend. | feel the committee has been working in a vacuum and is somewhat disjointed.
There has been limited input from the fire service. All of us should be concerned about this
because all of use mutual aid. | would like to get more members to attend these meetings. If
you are interested in attending please e-mail me @ ernie.rhodes@stcharlescitymo.gov.



mailto:ernie.rhodes@stcharlescitymo.gov

= <cRNAT, \“n.
SCLSERECI IR
<. ¢ u“
5 3

Ry %
75 ik

FIRE CHIEFS

In closing, thanks for your support, it is an honor to serve you. | promise | will try to focus our
organization on our Mission. Please look into the state wide radio system it has the potential to
effect our mutual aid communication capability. | would like to hear from all of our members
how we help you to improve our professionalism and education.

Sincerely,
Ernie Rhodes
Vice-President, MAFC

MISSOURI VALLEY DIVISI@RNC
NEWS

Our Treasurer, Chief John VanGorkom is the Missouri Director of the Missouri Valley Division of
the IAFC. This is a new title for the position of State Representatives to the organization.
If you have questions concerning the Division please contact John at snichiefl @comcast.net.

Other news:

With the recent retirement of Chief Greg Pottberg (our past president) as Chief of the Ft Osage
Fire Protection District President Taylor of the MVD-IAFC appointed our very own Chief Sandy
Schiess of the Independence, MO Fire Department as his replacement as 2" Vice-President.
Sandy will serve as 2™ Vice-President until this July at the MVD annual conference. At that time
Sandy will stand for 1% Vice-President. Congratulations to both Sandy and Greg.

WINTER SEMINAR REPORT
February 2628, 2010
John Van@rkom

The Winter Seminar was another huge success for the Association in 2010. There were 206
registrants and 9 vendors for this year’s seminar. This was the first year for Company Officers
and we had 17 attend this first session. Chief Jeff Johnson and Howard Cross did a great job
during the two days of presentations to the two groups. We have requested that Chief Johnson
return for the 2011 Seminar and have been given tentative approval that he will make a return
performance. We received a lot of positive feedback from the Seminar but if you have any
concerns at all about the Association or the annual Seminars please feel free to contact me at
snichiefl @comcast.net
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TREASURER' S REPORT
John VanGorkom
MISSOURI ASSOCIATION OF FIRE CHIEFS

March 1, 200
Checking $67,556.70
Certificate of deposit $26,814.83
Total Assets $94,371.53

LEGISLATION

| hope you receive the regular reports on legislative action that is provided weekly throughout
the legislative session each year. They are sometimes, interesting, sometimes boring, but
always provided for food for thought for you as members of the MAFC. They are also posted
online at our website.

2009 WRAP UP

The following is a very brief synopsis of the 2010 legislative session that ended in May 14, 2010.
STATE BUDGET

The state budget is finished BUT the cuts are not. The Governor has announced additional
withholds of $350M which will translate into cuts next fiscal year. Virtually all discretionary
funding for programs was reduced and some wiped out entirely. Missouri is not unlike other
states, except that we cannot borrow money, and therefore have to live within our means
immediately. This will make for better times however once the economy, or at least the state
revenues begin to uptick.

The Senate position prevailed in conference, since the governor essentially stated that any
higher number would have to be trimmed due to the lack of money. Fortunately for the
Division of Fire Safety, the Senate position restored half the House’s additional cut of $14,000
to the division.
9 The Firefighter Education fund will have approximately $200,000 but no state revenue,
and the bulk coming from fireworks fees (every 3" year cycle).
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9 They also concurred with the governors and houses recommendation on the safe
cigarette funding, and;
9 Allowed for funds to be appropriated for fallen public safety officers.

9-1-1 (FAILED)

Bills in both the house and Senate for 9-1-1 funding by assessing all telecommunication devices
only made it to hearings in their respective committees. In both cases the bill died there. Our
feeling is the legislature does not yet see the critical need for any changes in 9-1-1.

Missouri is still the only state that does not have a user fee on mobile phones and other non
landline communication devices that can call for emergency assistance through thel9
number.

The property taxfix (FAILED)

Several bills were introduced in an attempt to fix 2008 property tax issue that passed, but can
negatively affect cities and fire districts. All bills failed with the exception of allowing reporting
of tax levies by taxing jurisdictions (HB1392) to be reported later in the year.

In addition, all bills that were attempting to change the tax laws (i.e. remove property and
income taxes and substitute sales tax) all also failed.

LINE OF DUTY DEATH COMPENSAPKAEGED)

With the passage of the LODD Bill in 2009 the legislature is required to fund payments each
year. The legislature has funded this program for 2010.

REORGANIZATION OF SRIRAY LEGISLATIGNILED)

This legislation would have gutted the spiller pay program that assists in paying for emergency
response and cleanup at hazardous material sites. The FSA was successful in thwarting the
efforts to pass this legislation. However over the interim we will continue to work with the
convenience store operators, as they are the primary proponent of the bill, and see if we can
come to an agreement on a better process for ensuring responsible parties are not overcharged
and local government’s do not have to push the added cost of these mitigation efforts to tax
payers.
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BILLS OF INTEREST THAT PASSED

The following are the few bills that the fire service had some interest in. They have passed and
are awaiting the governor’s signature.

HB 1444ones, Timothy W.
Requires certain public governing bodies to hold a public meeting and to allow public comment
four business days prior to voting on certain issues.

HB 134@ugger, Tony

House Home Page. House Bill List. HB 1340. Repeals the authorization for a sales tax of up to
1% for operation costs with a specified annual reduction of the property tax levy for fire
protection districts in Douglas County

HB197AWasson, Jay

Includes emergency medical technician-intermediate in various provisions regarding licensure
of emergency medical technicians. This bill would allow ambulances as well 1* responders to
have EMT-Is’ as part of their personnel.

HB207Xelly, Chris
Provides for using tax revenues from taxes levied for joint central fire and emergency
dispatching services.

SB 795Mayer
Relating to blasting safety.This bill relates to water drilling wells on ag property.

SB 928

The bill provides that in general, sales for resale will not be subject to sales tax provided such
subsequent sale is taxed in this or another state, for resale, or exempt from tax. This bill would
ensure that items you purchase as a sales tax exempt entity are not taxed at a wholesale level,
thereby just raising the price of the commodity you are purchasing.



http://www.house.mo.gov/content.aspx?info=/bills101/bills/HB1444.htm
http://www.house.mo.gov/content.aspx?info=/bills101/bills/HB1444.htm
http://house.mo.gov/content.aspx?info=/bills101/bills/hb1340.htm
http://house.mo.gov/content.aspx?info=/bills101/bills/HB1977.htm
http://house.mo.gov/member.aspx?district=141
http://house.mo.gov/content.aspx?info=/bills101/bills/HB2070.htm
http://house.mo.gov/member.aspx?district=024
http://www.senate.mo.gov/10info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=3187739
http://www.senate.mo.gov/10info/members/mem25.htm
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NEW MEMBERS OF THE BOARD

At the winter meeting elections were held for several positions. The Board of Directors of the
MAFC received several new members as well as several board members changing positions.
The results are as follows:

President Chief Jimmy Sebree

Vice President Chief Ernie Rhodes
Secretary Chief Mike Ballman, 1 year
Region A Chief Chuck Thacker
Region B Chief Randy Behrens
Region C Chief Rick Friedmann

Past President Dave Williams

Congratulations!!

You will find the complete list of all board members and their contact information at the end of
this newsletter.

MEET
ECRETARY MIKE BALLMANN

Chief Mike Ballmann is married to Karen, his wife of 33 years. Karen is a homemaker and
operates a catalog company from home. Mike and Karen have two children. The oldest, James,
is a computer engineer with Epic Corporation in Madison, WI. Their youngest, Christopher, is
home-schooled and a member of the Pauldingville 4-H.

Mike began his career in 1973, as a volunteer firefighter with the O’Fallon Fire Protection
District. Mike worked his way through the ranks and became one of the District’s first career
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Captains in 1988. Mike served as a company officer until he was promoted to Assistant Fire
Chief in 1996. Mike was promoted to Fire Chief in April of 2000.

Mike has a BS in Fire Science from Lindenwood University, St. Charles, MO and his Executive
Fire Officer (EFO) from the National Fire Academy. Mike was Chief of the Department when the
O’Fallon Fire Protection District became the first Commission on Fire Accreditation
International (CFAI) accredited agency in Missouri.

MISSOURI ASSOCIATION OF FIRE CHIEFS
EXECUTIVE BOARD 2010

President:2010-2012
Jimmy Sebree

Nixa Fire Protection District
301 S Nicholas Road

Nixa, MO 65714

Office: 417-725-4025

Fax: 417-725-2393

E-mail: jsebree@nixafire.org

Vice President2010-2012
Ernie Rhodes

St Charles Fire Department
118 N Second, Suite 214

St Charles, MO 63301
Office: 636-949-3250

Fax: 636-410-0330

Past President

David Williams

North Kansas City Fire Department
710 E 18™ Avenue

N. Kansas City, MO 64116

Office: 816-274-6025

Fax: 816-471-0115

E-mail: hdwilliams@nkc.org

Treasurer2009-2011

John VanGorkom

Sni-Valley Fire Protection District
1601 S Broadway Street

Oak Grove, MO 64075

Office: 816-690-6990

Fax: 816-690-6191

E-mail: ernie.rhodes@stcharlescitymo.gov E-mail: snichiefl@comcast.net

Secretary2010-2011

Mike Ballman

O’Fallon Fire Protection District
119 E Elm Street

O’Fallon, MO 63366

Office: 636-272-349

E-mail: mjballman@ofallonfire.org

Executive Director

Rich Lehmann

Missouri Association of Fire Chiefs
1210 Nashua Road

Liberty, MO 64068

Office: 816-804-9865

E-mail: rlehmann@kc.rr.com



mailto:jsebree@nixafire.org
mailto:hdwilliams@nkc.org
mailto:ernie.rhodes@stcharlescitymo.gov
mailto:snichief1@comcast.net
mailto:mjballman@ofallonfire.org
mailto:rlehmann@kc.rr.com

IRE CHIEFS

(
%\l_g
‘i/"\’- (4
R s
\

Director Region A2010-2013

Chuck Thacker

Grandview Fire Department

7005 Highgrove Street

Grandview, MO 64030

Office: 816-316-4962

Fax: 816-767-1689

E-mail: cthacker@ci.grandview.mo.us

Director Region (2010-2013
Rick Friedman

Pacific Fire Protection District
910 W Osage Street

Pacific, MO 63069

Office: 636-257-3633

E-mail: rfriedmann@pacificfire.org

Director Region F2008-2011

Rick Ennis

Cape Girardeau Fire Department

1S Sprig Street

Cape Girardeau, MO 63703

Office: 573-334-3211

Fax: 573-335-7483

E-mail: rennis@cityofcapegirardeau.org

Director Region G2009-2012

Tim Bean

West Plains Fire Department

302 Jackie D Garrett Drive

West Plains, MO 65775

Office: 417-256-2424

Fax: 417-257-2194

E-mail: tim.bean@westplainsfd.org

Director Region 12009-2012

Director Region B2010-2013
Randy Behrens

Kirksville Fire Department

401 N Franklin Street

Kirksville, MO 63501

Office: 660-665-3734

Fax: 660-627-7011

E-mail: rbehrens@kirksvillecity.com

Director Region D2008-2011
Andy Nimmo

Redings Mill Fire Protection District
PO Box 2309, 344 Redings Mill Road
Joplin, MO 64804

Office: 417-624-2715

Fax: 417-624-1470

E-Mail: animmo@rmfd.org

Director Region F2008-2011
Kenny Hoover

Little Dixie Fire Protection District
415 N Agricultural

Mexico, MO 65265

Office: 573-581-6235

Fax: 573-581-6293

E-mail: chiefhoover@sbcglobal.net

Director Region H2009-2012
Darrell Wright

Chillicothe Fire Department
700 Second Street

Chillicothe, MO 64601

Office: 660-646-2139

Fax: 660-646-2196

E-mail: dwright@cesfire.net
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Sam Schneider

Lebanon Fire Department

PO Box 111, 370 N. Adams
Lebanon, MO 65536

Office: 417-532-2104

Fax: 417-588-3377

E-mail: shshneider@lebanonmo.org
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