MISSOURI ASSOCIATION OF FIRE CHIEFS

February 27, 2010
General Business Meeting

Minutes
The meeting was called to order by President Chief David Williams at 0845 hours.
Approvals:

Approval of Minutes; A motion was made by Chief Dennis Jones to approve the general business meeting minutes from 02/19/09, seconded by Chief Greg Pottberg, the motion passed.

Treasure’s Report; Chief John VanGorkom reported $81,997.38 in the general account and around $26,196.39 in the CD.

Board Reports:
President; Chief David Williams reported he was approached to serve on the Homeland Security Advisory Council.
Executive Director; Chief Rich Lehmann, reported his overview from 2009 and the items the FSA would work on for 2010, budget issues, 911, property tax fix, LODD, and the spiller pay law.

IAFC Missouri Valley Division President; Chief Jack Taylor spoke in regards to the GPO, MO Valley’s Training Stipend, and the MO Valley Conference in Colorado Springs CO in July.
Committee/Organization Reports:
State Fire Marshal; Director Randy Cole presented an overview from the Fire Marshal’s Office;
· April 14, 2010 Fire Fighter’s Day @ Capitol – (3) LODD recognized during Memorial Service that starts @ 11:30 a.m. Any departments that have honor guard members that would like to participate please let me know. Also, in need of (2) ladder trucks to hold US Flag in front of Capitol. BBQ lunch will be provided by St. Charles Co Chiefs and Fire Service Alliance.

· 3rd weekend in May is the annual Fire Fighter’s Memorial Service in Kingdom City.

· Region F RHSOC has voted to fund a 40 hr All Hazard Incident Management Team training course to be held in Jeff City in May. Due to funding stream preference will be given to Reg. F members, but depending on open seats other regions will be invited to attend.

· Interviews for full-time Mutual Aid Coordinator are scheduled for March 19th
· Fire Prevention & Safety grant awarded to National Assoc. of State Fire Marshals will cover the costs associated with the delivery of a Youth Fire Intervention/Juvenile Fire-setter TtT program to be held in Independence, Mo on May 12th. This program is designed to assist with the development of local multi-discipline intervention programs.

· Pipeline Assoc. of Missouri has announced the training schedule for Emergency Response to Pipeline Emergencies. These classes have been scheduled in locations throughout the state and will be consist of day and evening presentations. Meals will be provided to attendees.

· Budget cuts have virtually eliminated any training opportunities through HB230 for this fiscal year. No HB230 funds are proposed to be available for the next fiscal year which begins July 1st. However, the budget process has not been completed so no final decision has been made. As it stands today, the only funding available for no-cost firefighter training next fiscal year will be Fire Education Funds @ $150,000 (funded by fireworks program) and @ $80,000 Chemical Emergency Preparedness Fund for hazmat training. 

· Since fiscal year 2009, Div. of Fire Safety budget cuts have resulted in the loss of (6) positions. (2 fire investigators, 1 fire inspector, 2 clerical support and the Division’s receptionist)

· Legislation – proposed sprinkler contractor registration administered by State Fire Marshal, fire equipment distributor licensing administered by State Fire Marshal.

· Legislation passing last session – statute of limitation for arson from 3 years to 5 years, fires related to meth production can be charged as 1st degree arson if a person is present when the fire occurs, and Fire Safe Cigarette law becomes effective January 1, 2011 (requires State Fire Marshal to prepare legislative report on a periodic basis). I would ask the fire service for assistance in gathering information relating to fires believed to have been caused by cigarettes in relation to the type of cigarette that may be involved. 

· Ask for the fire service patience and understanding as we deal with budget constraints and I appreciate the support.

Missouri Fire & Rescue Institute; Director David E. Hedrick presented an overview of the training activities of the Institute. This past fiscal year MU FRTI conducted: 879 programs, producing 257,713 Student Instructional Hours, with 19,999 enrollments. The program had students participating from 113 of Missouri’s 114 counties, as well as 44 other states. Student composition is similar to the fire service make-up of the state. There were 11,364 students representing the volunteer fire service and 8,635 from career departments. MU FRTI conducts training using a variety of funding sources. A significant portion of the field extension program that provides training statewide is funded through the Division of Fire Safety’s HB 230 and Fire Education funding. The top ten classes that were conducted in FY08 included: Vehicle Rescue Technician, Fire Instructor I, and Basic FF Skills. MU FRTI appreciates Division of Fire Safety’s (DFS) and our partner organization’s continued support for the delivery of training. The 7th Annual Fire Service Leadership Enhancement Program was conducted in 2009. This is a partnership program between the Missouri Association of Fire Chiefs, Missouri Association of Fire Protection Districts, and MU FRTI. The program provides advanced leadership training for current and future fire officers to prepare them to assume chief officer positions. Twenty-four students graduated in 2009. This year there are currently 24 students enrolled and scheduled to graduate on March 18, 2010. Thus far year to date, MU FRTI has 676 classes scheduled with 362 completed with 7,830 enrollments, for a total of 94,914 student instructional hours. These totals do not include Winter Fire School which just finished in February. Winter Fire School (WFS) went well with a significant increase in webcast registrations. The 78th Annual Summer Fire School (SFS) is scheduled for June 8 – 13, 2010, and will be held at Lincoln University in Jefferson City. Registration information for SFS is available on the Institute’s web site. As always MU FRTI appreciates the support and assistance of the Missouri Association of Fire Chiefs, and we look forward to continuing to work together for the continued safety and improvement of Missouri’s fire service.

Nominations Committee; Chief Greg Pottberg presented a slate of nominees;

President Chief Jimmy Sebree

Vice President Chief Ernie Rhodes

Secretary Chief Mike Ballman, 1 year


Region A Chief Chuck Thacker

Region B Chief Randy Behrens


Region C Chief Rick Friedmann

President Chief David Williams asked for nominations from the floor; once, twice, three times.  A motion was made by Chief Scott Frandsen to elect the slate of nominations by acclimation, seconded by Chief Steve Holle, the motion passed.

Old Business:
None
New Business:

Chief Bornhop made a presentation on a cancer awareness program.  He asked MO Chiefs to support the awareness program and support the initiative on October 25-27 by wearing pink.  A motion was made by Chief Dennis Jones to approve the Resolution in support of cancer awareness, seconded by Chief Greg Brown, the motion passed.
Chief Sandy Scheiss advised of her candidacy for 2nd vice president of MVD.  A motion was made by Chief Chuck Thacker to provide $500 for Sandy to use in her campaign for 2nd Vice President, seconded by Chief Randy Behrens, the motion passed.

Adjourn:

A motion was made by Chief Chuck Thacker to adjourn, seconded by Chief Randy Behrens, the motion passed.  The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 PM
Respectfully submitted,

Jimmy Sebree, Secretary
PAGE  
1

